SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
of natural necessity expands, because his wants
increase; but at the same time the forces of production
increase., by which his wants are satisfied. The freedom
in this field cannot consist of anything else but of the
fact that socialised man, the associated producers,
regulate their interchange with nature rationally, bring
it under their common control, instead of being ruled
by some blind power; that they accomplish their task
with the least expenditure of energy and under
conditions most adequate to their human nature and
most worthy of it. But it always remains a realm of
necessity. Beyond it begins that development of
human power, which is its own end, the true realm of
freedom, which, however, can flourish only upon that
realm of necessity as its basis. The shortening of the
working day is its fundamental premise/'
In the Soviet Union, after years of civil war, famine
and disturbance in the endeavour to build Socialism in
face of a hostile capitalist world, in a primitive rural
environment, the scarcity of the means of production
renders certain elements in the Marxian conception of
freedom tather more important than others* It is here
that we see the most important difference between
Socialism in Russia and Socialism as it may appear in
the mote advanced capitalist West, where the technical
apparatus of economic life, in tbe manner described